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A SHOLEM ALEICHEM YIDDISH GLOSSARY FOR BEGINNERS 

 

 

Khalila ………………………………………………………………..……………………………….God Forbid 

Farshtunken..………………………………………….……………………………..…………………….Stinky 

Ballebusta…………………………………………….…………….………………... Housewife, Landlady 

Meshugena, Meshugoyim..…………………………….………………………………………………Crazy 

B’Khevrusa..……………………………………...……………………………….…Community of Friends 

Nar, Narish, Narishkeit……………………………………………………..…Fool, Foolish, Nonsense 

Gai Gezunterhait…………………….…………………………………………………………….Go in health 

Yuntuv, Yuntuvdick…………………………………………………………………..…………..........Holiday 

Geshray ………………………………………….……………………………………..….…….Lament, Outcry 

Shekhina..………………………………………………….Visible manifestation of divine presence 

Neshuma………..…………………………………………………………..…………………………..……….Soul 

Beis Midrash..……………………………………………………..…………………….Prayer, study House 

 

 

 


